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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 

Media Relations Contact: Donna Mumford
949.824.6418  dmumford@merage.uci.edu
UCI Merage Business School Student Team 

Wins Southern California MBA Case Competition
IRVINE, CA – “Thought Leadership,” a four-member team of graduate students from UC Irvine’s Merage School of Business, has won the second annual Association for Corporate Growth MBA Cup among the 11 teams entered. 

Teams showcased their business skills by simulating a case study involving a company acquisition, written by an investment banking firm, and presenting their findings to judges at preliminary and final rounds of the competition.

Merage students Thor Clark, Dan Gabele, Jason Phillips and Alex Rapoport will receive their $10,000 award and trophies at a breakfast ceremony February 21 at The Regency Club in Los Angeles.

Allan Siposs, coordinator of the contest and one of the six judges, said of the “Thought Leadership” team: “We were very impressed with them during the first round of the competition, but the presentation at the final round truly proved that they deserve the recognition as the ultimate champions.” 

Merage team member Rapoport called the MBA Cup experience “fantastic,” including feedback from the judges. “We are very proud that it is a great honor for the Merage School as well.”

Shaheen Husain, executive director of corporate relations for the Merage School, said the competition “gives real-world experience to MBA students interested in careers in finance or mergers and acquisitions.”

Pepperdine University’s team finished second, University of Southern California’s third, Chapman University’s fourth and Cal State Fullerton’s fifth during the final round of competition at USC.

The competition’s sponsoring organization, Association for Corporate Growth, has 10,000 members from corporations, private equity, finance and professional service firms based in the United States, Mexico, Canada and the United Kingdom.


About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Merage School offers four dynamic MBA programs that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation, and leadership taught through in-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems. Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and alumni to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. This year, The Wall Street Journal ranked the Merage School sixth in information technology while the Financial Times ranked the Executive MBA program ninth in the United States and number one in southern California. In addition, the Financial Times ranked the full- time MBA program 31st in the nation and 49th globally, up 33 slots over the previous year. Visit www.merage.uci.edu for more information on The Paul Merage School of Business.
